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CONTEXT AND GOALS



2015 is the 65th anniversary of the recognition of Chinese 
authorities by Switzerland, and the signing of new agreements 
in Davos in the field of finance and health.
 
In addition, China is developing its education system towards 
one similar to ours. Sino-Swiss agreements and further 
cooperation  are expected in the near future. 
This environment is offering more and more opportunities for 
young Swiss apprentices and students, and the timing is perfect 
for an on-site experience,  as well as for learning Mandarin 
Chinese.

The first of July 2014 has marked the highest 
point of the recent developments of the 
relations between Switzerland and China 
with the launch of the free trade agreements. 

THE CONTEXT

SINCE 1950
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The ICL Cup aims to :

1.   Increase the awareness of China’s  importance for 
Switzerland among the Swiss youth by promoting the 
experience in China in most schools and through media.

3. Introduce  to  China the  efficiency of our 
dual education  system by sending apprentices as 
ambassadors of our system.

2. Encourage young people to have an international 
experience by discovering one of our most important 
economic partners.

OUR GOALS
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All Swiss apprentices, students and young 
graduates between 18 and 25 years old are 
welcome to apply online on the ICL Cup webpage. 
The competition is divided in two parts. First, the 
candidates will answer a 7-question form. The 
questionnaire is mainly made of opinion questions 
about China. In the second part, the candidates 
will upload their CV and write an essay explaining 
why they should be selected. 

THE COMPETITION

A jury will be composed of 10 members 
will receive the 20 best applications, 
selected by ICL and a short description 
of the profile of each candidate. 

The jury will be composed of 3 
representatives from our sponsors and 
7 key players in the China-Switzerland 
relations (diplomats and board members 
of Sino-Swiss institutions). 

THE JURY
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THE LIST
Pascal Marmier 
• CEO at swissnex China 
• Vice Consul General 

Christophe Weber
• Secretary General at 

BCGE The Swiss Bank 
of Geneva 

• Former Head of World 
Economic Forum, China

Vincent Subilia 
• Deputy Director of the Geneva 

Chamber of Commerce
• Former Economic Development 

officer for the State of Geneva 
• President of AGIR
• Membre of the Commitee of the 

Swiss-Chinese Chamber of  
Commerce, Geneva Chapter

Xavier Comtesse 
• First scientific Swiss Consul in Boston
• Founder of the concept of swissnex
• First Director of the French-speaking 

Swiss Think Tank Avenir, Suisse
• Co-founder at ManufactureThinking.ch

Dr. Thomas Wagner 
• President of the Swiss - Chinese  

Association
• Former Mayor of the City of Zürich
• Honorary Citizen of the City of  

Kunming and the City of Dalian

Jenny Piaget
• Head of the Culture and the Media 

Section at th Embassy of Switzerland 
in Beijing
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Aline Ballaman 
• Deputy General Manager of the 

Swiss Center Shanghai 
• Executive Director and 

committee member of the  
Sino-Swiss Women’s Forum

Laurent M. Feuz 
• Head of Post-Compulsory 

Education Services and 
Orientation of Neuchâtel

Gérald Béroud  
• Founder of SinOptic-Chinese World Services and Studies 
• President of the Swiss-Chinese Association French 

Speaking Region 
• Secretary of the Commitee of the Swiss-Chinese  

Chamber of Commerce, Geneva Chapter
• Member of the Executive Commitee of the Swiss- 

Chinese Association

Blaise Godet 
• President Swiss Chinese 

Chamber of Commerce, Geneva 
Chapter

• Former Swiss Ambassador to 
China from 2008 to 2012



In the beginning of July 2016, the 
4 winners will arrive in China to be 
trained in a Sino-Swiss institution, 
study Mandarin Chinese, and enjoy an 
outstanding experience in Shanghai 
for 2 months. The winners will be 
hosted by enterprises according to 
their background. Possible hosts 
include Swiss Chamber of Commerce 
in Shanghai, the Swiss Center 
Shanghai, swissnex China, or China 
Intergrated. For apprentices, we will 
look for successful multinationals 
prepared to offer apprentices relevant 
internship opportunities based on 
their background. They will also study 
Mandarin Chinese at a local Shanghai-
based school. 

E X P E R I E N C E

A L I T YR

The 4 winners will live in an apartment with both Chinese 
and international roommates. They will also be invited to 
conferences, networking, social and cultural events organized 
by swissnex China, Swisscham and ICL. Finally, they will also 
have the chance to take part in a travel to the countryside, and 
possibly other provinces a visit to international companies or 
a Chinese applied science school.
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This initiative would not have been possible 
without the support of the Banque Cantonale 
de Genève (BCGE), Affolter Group, the Geneva 
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Services 
and swissnex China, who recognized its  
relevance and generously sponsored all 
expenses related to travel, training and stay 
of the 4 winners in Shanghai. They made it 
possible to create and promote the very first 
edition of the ICL Cup.  

THE SUPPORT
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THE PARTNERS
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www.romandie-chine.ch

WEBSITES

www.schweiz-china.ch

www.swisscenters.org

www.mandalingua.comwww.airchina.com



For the past two years, ICL has facilitated 
and organized stays in China for over one  
hundred young Swiss and foreigners, including 
searching for internships and study programs, 
accommodation, visa assistance and 7/7 on-
site support. ICL organizes networking events 
gathering young Swiss, Chinese, and other young 
professionals from all over the world. 

ICL has been actively involved in various China-
promotion initiatives including a promotional 
video “China Beyond Belief”, and the creation of 
the Young Swiss In China association in 2014, 
which has already more than 100 members in 
Shanghai, and which is supported by swissnex 
China, Swisscham and the Swiss Center 
Shanghai.

ABOUT US
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APPLICANTS WILL BE ABLE TO SIGN UP 
FOR THE COMPETITION FROM

 
THE 14TH OF DECEMBER 2015

 TO 
THE 14TH OF FEBRUARY 2016

SPECIAL THANKS TO :

CONTACT US

iclcup@integratechineselife.com


