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About me
● Computer Scientist interested in: 

#SemanticWeb, #LinkedData, 
#DataIntegration, #HumanComputation, 
#DataQuality, #OpenData

● Work
○ Researcher at UZH, CH
○ Researcher at University of 

Koblenz-Landau, DE
○ Visiting researcher at University of 

Sheffield, UK
○ Researcher at Vicometch-IK4, ES

● Volunteering
○ Active member of Wikimedia CH and 

Wikimedia DE
○ Main organizer of first Wikidata Editathon 

in Spain 2015 and Wikidata Zurich 
workshop 2017 Picture by HackZurich

Hacked and gave a TechTalk at HackZurich 2017 

Organised Wikidata Zurich 2017 in coop. with 
OpenData Zurich, Wikimedia CH and OpenDataCH



Web Data is Heterogenous
but worth to be integrated

Diagram is maintained by Andrejs Abele and John McCrae (Insight Centre for Data Analytics at NUI Galway). For any questions and comments, please email 
andrejs.abele@insight-centre.org and John.McCrae@insight-centre.org. The original version was developed by Richard Cyganiak and Anja Jentzsch.

MULTILINGUALITY

NAMING CONVENTIONS

DIFFERENT GRANULARITY

DIFFERENT DOMAINS

http://nuig.insight-centre.org/unlp/people/members/andrejs-abele/
http://john.mccr.ae/
http://nuig.insight-centre.org/


Free Knowledge Base

https://www.wikidata.org

> 17K 
Editors

> 35 M 
Data Items



Community of Editors, Developers, Data Providers
Zurich same Zurigo

✔ validate links when machine are uncertain

Koblenz (ch) same Koblenz (de)

✔ correct existing links

Switzerland neighbourOf Germany

✔ curate new links (when unfeasible for 
machines)

Source: https://tools.wmflabs.org/mix-n-match/#/ 

https://tools.wmflabs.org/mix-n-match/#/


Challenges and our Actions in Switzerland 
● Extending the community

○ Dissemination and training: Wikidata workshop in Zurich (✔) HackZurich (✔)
○ Future training: Wikidata workshop in Romandie  
○ Future coding & data imports: Hackathon & Datathon in Zurich (UZH)

● Filling in the data gaps



What does Wikidata have about Q72?
● property-values: # 721 
● classes in its direct classification: # 6 
● links to # 57 internal items and # 24 external entities (e.g. OpenStreetMapsID, 

SwissMunicipalityCode,VIAF ID, Freebase ID) 
● connected to Commons gallery, not in Wikipedia articles with full Wikidata 

Infoboxes
● the 12 Districts present 
● Persons (Q5) related to Zurich: 3726 (e.g. Albert Einstein, Lotte Lenya…) 

(sparql query)
● Train stations (Q55488) located (P131) in Zurich: 35 (sparql query) 
● Genre Public Art (Q557141) located (P131) in Zurich: 395 (sparql query) 

As of 21.08.2017

https://query.wikidata.org/#%0ASELECT%20%28COUNT%28DISTINCT%20%3Fs%29%20as%20%3Fcount%29%20%0A%23SELECT%20DISTINCT%20%3Fs%20%3Flabel%0AWHERE%7B%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%3Fs%20%3Fprop%20wd%3AQ72%20.%20%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%23%3Fprop%20wikibase%3AdirectClaim%20%3Fp%20.%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%3Fs%20wdt%3AP31%20wd%3AQ5%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20OPTIONAL%7B%3Fs%20rdfs%3Alabel%20%3Flabel%7D%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20filter%28%20regex%28str%28%3Fs%29%2C%20%22wikidata.org%2Fentity%22%20%29%20%26%26%20%21regex%28str%28%3Fs%29%2C%20%22wikidata.org%2Fentity%2Fstatement%22%20%29%29%20.%0A%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20SERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%20bd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%3Alanguage%20%22en%22.%20%7D%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%0A%7D%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%0A%20%20%20%20%0A%0A
https://query.wikidata.org/#%0ASELECT%20%28COUNT%28%2a%29%20AS%20%3Fcount%29%20%0A%23SELECT%20%3Fitem%0AWHERE%20%7B%0A%20%20%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP31%20wd%3AQ55488%20.%0A%20%20%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP131%20wd%3AQ72%20.%0A%20%20SERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%20bd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%3Alanguage%20%22en%22%20.%20%7D%0A%7D%0A%0A
https://query.wikidata.org/#%23Distribution%20of%20public%20art%20by%20place%0A%23added%20before%202016-10%0A%0ASELECT%20%28COUNT%28%2a%29%20AS%20%3Fcount%29%20%0A%23SELECT%20%3Fitem%0AWHERE%20%7B%0A%20%20%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP136%20wd%3AQ557141%20.%0A%20%20%3Fitem%20wdt%3AP131%20wd%3AQ72%20.%0A%20%20SERVICE%20wikibase%3Alabel%20%7B%20bd%3AserviceParam%20wikibase%3Alanguage%20%22en%22%20.%20%7D%0A%7D%0A%0A


@all: Use WikiShootMe

WikiShootMe

Source: https://tools.wmflabs.org/wikishootme/#lat=47.37112297275576&lng=8.54452818632126&zoom=18



Challenges and our Actions in Switzerland 
● Providing complementary notable data, of high quality, continuously updated, 

using the Wikidata data model
○ In cooperation with Open Data Zurich
○ In discussions with SBB

Source: https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Wikidata:Data_Import_Hub



Open Data Zurich Districts

Pictures reused from a slide deck done in collaboration with Leon Kastler

ZH districts by Wikidata ZH districts by Stadt Zürich



Work in Progress
● Property proposal 

(community 
discussion)

● Match the 200 
water wells existing

● Create 1000 new 
items

● Inject the data

wdt:coordinates wdt:inception

wd:PublicFountain
subClassOf 
wd:WaterWell



Work in Progress



Thank you!



> 34 
Million 
Data 
Items

2.3 
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SPARQL 
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Day
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Editors
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